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New Visiting Professor  
The School of Education & 
Professional Development 
welcomes Dr. Colette Gray  

 
CER news  

The latest from the Centre 
for Educational Research  

So weôre almost at 
the end of the  
2008-9 academic 
session and the 
weather is beginning 
to feel like summer 
again.  Both are  
Particularly welcome 
arrivals for my own 
research, as you can 
see from the new 
picture. More 
importantly, though, 

progress continues elsewhere in the institu-
tion as well.   
 
The Centre for Educational Research now 
has quite a presence on Learning Space, 
with some fascinating staff wikis  
established.  The CER also recently held 
its inaugural research seminar (see page 
6), and Dave Harris has plenty more 
planned for us. The second stage of the 
application for the Centre to become an 
Affiliated Research Centre of the Open 
University, and thus able to register post-
graduate research students with the OU, 
was submitted some time ago.  Dr. Hilary 
Burgess, from the OUôs Centre for  
Research in Education & Educational 
Technology, will be visiting on July 20th and 
we hope to hear an outcome soon after 
that.   

The ó3HEIsô collaboration ï thatôs Marjon, 
St Maryôs University College (Twickenham) 
and Glyndwr University (Wrexham) ï  
continues with a 24-hour conference on 9th-
10th July.  Five members of staff from each 
institution will be getting together at St 
Maryôs to discuss óeducational researchô.  
The intention is that the event is informal 
and interactive, giving everyone the  
opportunity to find out what is going on in 
each institution and explore opportunities 
for the institutions to support each other 
and perhaps collaborate further on  
research projects.  Marjonôs Research 
Committee decided to send one  
representative from each School, along 
with the Director of the Centre for  
Educational Research and the Research 
Officer, hence the individuals attending will 
be Dave Harris, Aaron Beacom (SSPEL), 
Katherine Hamley (SEPD), Julie Evans 
(SCCS) and me.  No doubt you will be able 
to read all about it in the next issue of  
Research Matters.   
 
Finally, many of you are aware that the 
Research Strategy 2004-9 is currently  
being revised.  The first draft will be seen 
by Research Committee on 17th July, and 
further consultation across the institution 
will happen thereafter.  óEvolution, not  
revolutionô is the intention, but please do 
take time to let us know what you think 
when the new strategy is circulated.  

òInquiry is fatal to certainty. ò - Will Durant  

Research Matters: What Should Change? 

First produced in 2006, Research Matters is now into its tenth  

issue, with its third editor, and I would like to ask you all for some 

feedback on it.  I have identified particular questions or issues 

that I would be grateful for your views on (in bold), but welcome 

any constructive criticism.   

Do you read Research Matters?  I sometimes wonderé 

What ócontentô do you particularly like and/or find useful? 

Is there anything missing that you would like to see?  

In recent issues the content of RM probably falls into three  

categories: news from individuals about their research  

activities and experiences (e.g. interviews, or news of recent 

publications); updates of institutional developments, such as the 

Conference and the Centre for Educational Research; and 

short introductions or óalertsô to research resources,  

including developments in the library and electronic  

resources externally available.   

Does the newsletter reflect óyour partô of Marjon? 

It can be particularly difficult to ensure coverage across the 

breadth of the institution, not least because I probably hear 

of some colleaguesô research activity more than others.   

Would you prefer to receive Research Matters in paper 

or electronic format?  

Please talk to me, email me, put a note in my pigeon 

holeéget in touch and let me know what you think! 

Measuring flow velocity, 

River Plym (taken by 
Pete Ansell) 
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Like many of us, I have an interest in the use of  

technology for educational purposes. And, just as  

importantly, I have an interest in the evaluation of the  

effectiveness of certain sorts of technological innovations 

in enhancing the experience of students. One of the  

outcomes of these interests is an article to be published  

later this year in the International Journal of Hospitality, 

Leisure, Sport and Tourism Education (JOHLSTE) titled 

óIssues in the Development of an Inclusive Curriculum: 

Listening to Student Voices in the Evaluation of Reusable 

Learning Objects (in the subject areas of Leisure, Sport 

and Outdoor Adventure)ô.  

 

There are clues in the titles here. The journal first:  

JOHLSTE is the international, peer-reviewed, online and 

freely available journal produced by one of the subject 

centres supported by the Higher Education Academy 

(HEA). Now in its tenth year, the journal is one of many 

means through which the HEA and its subject centres has 

pursued its aim of raising the profile of learning and teach-

ing within higher education generally.  

 

And then there is the title of the article itself. Over the last 

three to four years my interest in technology has become 

quite specific consisting of the production and evaluation 

of reusable learning objects (RLOs). Reusable learning 

objects can take many forms but they share certain  

attributes: they are digital; they are ófree-floatingô in so far 

as they offer educational outcomes that are not specific to 

any one module or academic programme (and are  

therefore not the same as lecture slides, podcasted or 

filmed lectures or seminars etc); and are designed with 

educational purposes in mind usually with the capacity that 

they can be óre-purposedô (this is a piece of jargon that 

means that the contents may be used by other  

educationalists in other contexts) .  

 

My RLOs were made using a free software package from 

Microsoft called MSProducer (www.msn.com). The  

package allows for the combination of a number of types 

of ófilesô (i.e. sound files, PowerPoint slides, HTML, video, 

text files etc) in the creation of óepisodes of learningô. My 

RLOs consist mainly of slides accompanied by a spoken 

commentary and sometimes background music. These 

episodes are digital and may be made available on virtual 

learning environments, including websites. I have always 

made my RLOs freely available on a private website 

(www.arasite.org) alongside those of my colleague Dave 

Harris who prompted this interest in the first place.  

 

My interest has always been in whether particular sorts of 

educational materials actually work and whether they work 

for particular groups of students. The production of RLOs 

led quickly to the speculation that the availability of such 

digital learning materials may benefit students with  

different sorts of disability such as forms of dyslexia and 

hearing loss. This speculation led to successful bids for 

funding from HEA scheme run with the Joint  

Information Services Committee (JISC) in their Higher 

Education Assistive Technology (HEAT) stream and  

Marjonôs own Learning and Teaching Award Scheme. 

 

The study involved focus group work and individual  

interviews with dyslexic students. The results of the  

research included some surprises. First and foremost, 

the availability of the RLOs proved hugely popular with 

the dyslexic students. They proved to be very heavy  

users often returning to the same RLOs to confirm and 

deepen their understanding. They claimed both benefits 

in terms of both asynchronous learning (clearly RLOs can 

be used where and when one wishes) and synchronous 

learning. The knowledge that the learning experience 

was supported with digital materials has allowed dyslexic 

students to feel more relaxed in face to face teaching and 

to manage a common anxiety that their peers are  

learning more effectively than themselves. 

 

Some students were innovative too. They stripped the 

audio files out of the RLOs that I had made and loaded 

them up to their MP3/4 players and iPods, effectively  

creating their own podcasts. On learning this, I simply 

made the material available as podcasts too. The same 

students often listened to these on the way to Marjon as 

a means of preparation for their study. In short, the study 

produced some pretty solid evidence that digital learning 

in the form of RLOs has enhanced the student  

experience generally and has particular benefits in terms 

of inclusivity. And it is a vaguely pleasing thought that 

somewhere on the 83/4 bus route young folk are tuning 

in. 

Issues in the development of an inclusive curriculum: listening to 
student voices in the evaluation of RLOs - Ian Gilhespy 

The óstartô page of one of Ianôs RLOs 

http://www.arasite.org


The third annual Learning, Teaching & Research  

Conference, while focused primarily around the theme 

above, once again showcased the huge variety of work 

going on within the institution. 

 

To those able to attend the 

ópre-conferenceô opening  

session in the previous week, 

Professor Bruce Macfarlane 

(University of Portsmouth) 

asked óWhat does it mean to 

be a ógoodô academic?ô  His 

application of virtue ethics to 

academic life, taking us 

through considerations of 

academic freedom and  

academic duty, of teaching, 

research and academic  

service, provided much food for thought and was well-

received by all who attended.  If you missed it, a podcast 

of the lecture is available on Learning Space and at least 

two of Bruceôs books (Teaching with Integrity and  

Researching with Integrity) are in the library. 

 

The conference itself then began with 

Professor Priscilla Alderson (Institute of 

Education) highlighting that ethical  

considerations in research are not simply 

confined to methodological issues, but 

extend throughout every aspect of the 

research process, including the choice 

of research question.  Opportunities for 

discussion among colleagues then 

came in the form of a óglobal caf®ô and 

some óspeed-datingô (see overleaf for  more on the  

latter).  After lunch Chris Buswell, Disability Co-ordinator, 

gave a powerful presentation that challenged us all to 

think about how we really support our students, thought-

fully applying some of the ideas Bruce Macfarlane had 

presented to us a few days beforehand.  A series of 

óparallel sessionsô were then on offer, involving a number 

of colleagues and covering everything from e-learning to 

collaborative research, before James Hennessey held us 

all spellbound with a one-man performance of a  

Japanese murder story ï not a ówhodunnitô, rather a 

striking reminder that thereôs never a single, ótrueô  
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account of any event.  The first day of the conference  

finished with wine, nibbles and music.  óBindlestiff pluséô 

had a fun time playing to a small but appreciative  

audience (musicians outnumbering those listening, so 

they had no choice but to be óappreciativeô!).  Those of us 

involved were, I think, unanimously in favour of repeating 

the experience some time, hopefully allowing more of the 

óhidden talentô within the institution to emerge. 

 

Day two of the conference began with Bob Lawson-

Peebles (University of Exeter) reflecting, in his gentle, 

humorous but probing style, on the development of  

research at Marjon and why the G8 summit will never be 

held here.  A transcript of this, if you missed it, is available 

on Learning Space.  Much of the rest of the day was filled 

with parallel sessions, with attendees being challenged by 

Wendy Gill to summarise each in no more than three 

points.  Surprisingly, this proved that academics can keep 

things brief when pressured into it.  In an afternoon  

Plenary, David Oddie and several colleagues gave a  

compelling account of the value of the ARROW project to 

the life of the institution, the local community and beyond.  

Finally, Professor Will Largeôs closing plenary lecture,  

Major Dilemmas in the Ethics of Research, proved to be 

highly popular, despite (or perhaps because of) him  

likening Marjonôs new Ethics Policy to Nazi foreign policy.  

I make no comment. 

 

The Conference planning team have received formal 

feedback forms from quite a small number of people to 

date.  As in previous years though, colleagues clearly  

enjoyed the opportunity to enter into discussions with  

others from across the institution.  The planning team has 

taken on board the criticism that there were too many  

parallel sessions, and is currently reviewing the ótemplateô 

of the programme to consider alternative arrangements 

for next year.  If you have any further comments on this 

yearôs conference, or ideas for next year, please let your 

School Research Co-ordinator or Learning & Teaching  

Co-ordinator know.  Finally, many thanks to all those who 

contributed to the 2009 Learning, Teaching & Research 

Conference.  

 

Dr. Pauline Couper     

Learning, Teaching & Research  

Conference 2009  

Learning, Teaching & Research: Ethics, Problems and Dilemmas.  

See overleaf for more from the conference  

Prof Bruce Macfarlane 
(photo from www.  
brighton.ac.uk) 

Prof Priscilla 
Alderson (photo 

from 
www.ioe.ac.uk) 



P A G E  4  

An opportunity to discuss óethics, problems 
and dilemmasô arising across the University 
College, óglobal caf®ô style.  Paper table-

cloths were there to be scrawled on by those 
who felt inclined to record their thoughts. 

Learning, Teaching & Research Conference 2009 

Refreshments and 
posters in the  
Desmond Tutu 

Centre. 

Music in the Desmond Tutu Centre at the end of the first day.  
Above: Bindlestiff & friends.  Below: David Jordan (Head of  
Registry) and son Joe. (Photographs by James Hennessy) 

Professor Will Large  
giving the final plenary of 

the conference. 


